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1
THRUST REVERSER FOR A GAS TURBINE
ENGINE WITH MOVEABLE DOORS

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a gas turbine engine, and
more particularly to a turbofan engine thrust reverser.

Gas turbine engines may include a thrust reverser to redi-
rect engine thrust to reduce landing distance. Thrust reversers
are typically articulated doors in a nacelle structure that
deploy into a position that obstructs and redirects engine
thrust. Clamshell thrust reversers use shells which close
together to capture and redirect core engine exhaust. Cascade
thrust reversers use translatable sleeves around a bypass duct.
When the translatable sleeves move rearward upon deploy-
ment, blocking doors hinge radially inwardly to block the
bypass duct and redirect bypass airflow through cascade
arrays which redirect the bypass flow.

SUMMARY

A thrust reverser according to an exemplary aspect of the
present disclosure includes a slider movable along an actuator
shaft. An inner linkage is mounted to the slider and the inner
thrust reverser door and an outer linkage mounted to the slider
and the outer thrust reverser door

A gas turbine engine according to an exemplary aspect of
the present disclosure includes a core nacelle at least partially
within a fan nacelle to define an annular bypass flow path
between the fan nacelle and the core nacelle. An actuator is
mounted within the fan nacelle to rotate an actuator shaft
around a shaft axis of rotation and move a slider along a shaft
axis of rotation. An inner thrust reverser door pivotally
mounted to the fan nacelle to selectively extend into the
annular bypass flow path when in a thrust reverse position. An
outer thrust reverser door pivotally mounted to the fan nacelle
to selectively extend away from the inner thrust reverser door
in the thrust reverse position. An inner linkage mounted to the
slider and the inner thrust reverser door and an outer linkage
mounted to the slider and the outer thrust reverser door.

A method of thrust reversal for a gas turbine engine accord-
ing to an exemplary aspect of the present disclosure includes:
rotating an actuator shaft around an actuator shaft axis of
rotation; moving a slider along the actuator shaft axis of
rotation; driving an inner linkage mounted to the slider and an
inner thrust reverser door; driving an outer linkage mounted
to the slider and an outer thrust reverser door; pivoting the
inner thrust reverser door mounted to a fan nacelle to selec-
tively extend into an annular bypass flow path when in a thrust
reverse position; and pivoting the outer thrust reverser door
away from the inner thrust reverser door when in the thrust
reverse position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various features will become apparent to those skilled in
the art from the following detailed description of the dis-
closed non-limiting embodiment. The drawings that accom-
pany the detailed description can be briefly described as fol-
lows:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a gas turbine
engine;

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the gas tur-
bine engine within a nacelle assembly;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged schematic cross-sectional view of the
gas turbine engine illustrating a thrust reverser;
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FIG. 4 is a front view of the gas turbine engine within a
nacelle assembly illustrating the thrust reverser in a deployed
thrust reverse position;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the thrust reverser in a
deployed thrust reverse position; and

FIG. 6 is an enlarged schematic cross-sectional view of the
thrust reverser in a closed position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a gas turbine engine 20.
The gas turbine engine 20 is disclosed herein as a two-spool
turbofan that generally incorporates a fan section 22, a com-
pressor section 24, a combustor section 26 and a turbine
section 28. Alternative engines might include an augmentor
section (not shown) among other systems or features. The fan
section 22 drives air along a bypass flowpath while the com-
pressor section 24 drives air along a core flowpath for com-
pression and communication into the combustor section 26
then expansion through the turbine section 28. Although
depicted as a turbofan gas turbine engine in the disclosed
non-limiting embodiment, it should be understood that the
concepts described herein are not limited to use with turbo-
fans as the teachings may be applied to other types of turbine
engines, such as three-spool architectures.

The engine 20 generally includes a low speed spool 30 and
a high speed spool 32 mounted for rotation about an engine
central longitudinal axis A relative to an engine static struc-
ture 36 via several bearing systems 38. It should be under-
stood that various bearing systems 38 at various locations
may alternatively or additionally be provided.

Thelow speed spool 30 generally includes an inner shaft 40
that interconnects a fan 42, a low pressure compressor 44 and
a low pressure turbine 46. The inner shaft 40 may be con-
nected to the fan 42 directly or through a geared architecture
48to drive the fan 42 at a lower speed than the low speed spool
30 which in one disclosed non-limiting embodiment includes
a gear reduction ratio of greater than 2.5:1. The high speed
spool 32 includes an outer shaft 50 that interconnects a high
pressure compressor 52 and high pressure turbine 54. A com-
bustor 56 is arranged between the high pressure compressor
52 and the high pressure turbine 54. The inner shaft 40 and the
outer shaft 50 are concentric and rotate about the engine
central longitudinal axis A which is collinear with their lon-
gitudinal axes.

The core airflow is compressed by the low pressure com-
pressor 44 then the high pressure compressor 52, mixed and
burned with fuel in the combustor 56, then expanded over the
high pressure turbine 54 and low pressure turbine 46. The
turbines 54, 46 rotationally drive the respective low speed
spool 30 and high speed spool 32 in response to the expan-
sion.

With reference to FIG. 2, the gas turbine engine 20 is
mounted to an engine pylon structure 60 within an engine
nacelle assembly 62 as is typical of an aircraft designed for
subsonic operation. The nacelle assembly 62 generally
includes a core nacelle 64 and a fan nacelle 66. The fan nacelle
66 is supported relative to the core nacelle 64 by Fan Exit
Guide Vanes (FEGVs) 68 which extend between a core case
70 and a fan case 72. The core case 70 and the fan case 72 are
structural members which support the respective fan nacelle
66 and core nacelle 64 which define outer aecrodynamic sur-
faces. The core case 70 is often referred to as the engine
backbone and supports the rotational componentry therein. It
should be understood that although a particular component
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arrangement is disclosed in the illustrated embodiment, vari-
ous pylon structures and nacelle assemblies will benefit here-
from.

An annular bypass flow path 74 is defined between the fan
nacelle 66 and the core nacelle 64. The engine 20 generates a
high bypass flow arrangement with a bypass ratio in which
approximately eighty percent of the airflow which enters the
fan nacelle 66 becomes bypass flow. In the disclosed non-
limiting embodiment, the bypass flow B communicates
through the generally annular bypass flow path 74 and may be
discharged from the engine 20 through a variable area fan
nozzle (VAFN) 76 which defines a variable exit area for the
bypass flow B.

As the fan blades within the fan section 22 are efficiently
designed at a particular fixed stagger angle for an efficient
cruise condition, the VAFN 76 is operated to effectively vary
the fan nozzle exit area to adjust fan bypass air flow such that
the angle of attack or incidence on the fan blades is main-
tained close to the design incidence for efficient engine opera-
tion at other flight conditions, such as landing and takeoff to
thus provide optimized engine operation over a range of flight
conditions with respect to performance and other operational
parameters such as noise levels.

With reference to FIG. 3, the fan nacelle 66 generally
includes a thrust reverser 80 axially forward of the VAFN 76.
Although the thrust reverser 80 is also illustrated forward of
the FEGVs 68, the thrust reverser 80 may alternatively be
located aft of the FEGVs 68 and the illustrated position
should not be considered as limiting. As illustrated in the
disclosed non-limiting embodiment, four thrust reversers 80
are circumferentially distributed around the fan section 22 for
selectively reversing fan thrust, however, any number of
thrust reversers 80 may additionally be provided (FIGS. 4 and
5). Although a single thrust reverser 80 will be described in
detail hereafter, it should be understood that such description
is applicable to each of any multiple of thrust reversers 80.

Each thrust reverser 80 generally includes a thrust reverser
cascade 82, an inner thrust reverser door 84, an outer thrust
reverser door 86, an actuator 88, an actuator shaft 90, a slider
92, an inner linkage 94 and an outer linkage 96. It should be
understood that various other support and or acrodynamic
members may alternatively or additionally provided.

The thrust reverser cascade 82 generally includes a mul-
tiple of ribs 98 and a multiple of cascade airfoils 100. The
multiple of ribs 98 may be arranged in a helix formed in a
direction equivalent to a rotational direction of the fan 42. The
multiple of cascade airfoils 100 are arranged circumferen-
tially about axis A to direct bypass flow in a forwardly direc-
tion to provide thrust reverse flow. The multiple of cascade
airfoils 100 may be integral with or supported by the multiple
of ribs 98.

The actuator 88 and the actuator shaft 90 may be located at
least partially within and in-line with the thrust reverser cas-
cade 82 and at least partially supported by the fan case 72. The
actuator 88 rotationally drives the actuator shaft 90 around a
shaft axis S to axially move the slider 92 along the shaft axis
S. In the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the shaft 90
may be a threaded ball screw with an external thread and the
slider 92 may be a ball screw with an internal thread in
meshing engagement therewith to axially move along the
shaft 90 in response to rotation thereof. It should be under-
stood that other drive arrangements such as a linear actuator
may alternatively be provided to drive the slider 92.

The inner thrust reverser door 84 is mounted to the slider 92
through the inner linkage 94 at respective pivots 94P-1, 94P-2
and the outer thrust reverser door 86 is mounted to the slider
92 through the outer linkage 96 at respective pivots 96P-1,
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96P-2. The various pivotal connections may be provided in
any conventional manner, for example, suitable clevis brack-
ets may be fixedly joined to the doors for pin mounts to the
linkages 94, 96 and internal frames. The linkages 94, 96 also
fix the slider 92 in rotation to facilitate the transition of shaft
90 rotational motion into axial movement of the slider 92.
That is, the threaded interface therebetween results in axial
motion of the slider 92 and associated movement of the inner
thrust reverser door 84 and the outer thrust reverser door 86
between a stowed position (FIG. 3) and a thrust reverse posi-
tion (FIG. 6).

The inner thrust reverser door 84 and the outer thrust
reverser door 86 are respectively mounted to the fan case 72
at a trailing edge section thereof 84T, 86T at a pivot 84P, 86P.
The support structure provided for the pivots 84P, 86P of the
thrust reverser doors 84, 86 further facilitates the support and
mount location of an actuator system 76A (illustrated sche-
matically) for the VAFN 76.

The inner linkage 94 and the outer linkage 96 are of a
different length to control the relative movement and position
of the inner thrust reverser door 84 and the outer thrust
reverser door 86. In the disclosed non-limiting embodiment,
the outer thrust reverser door 86 opens before the inner thrust
reverser door 84 to minimize or eliminate any backpressure
which may otherwise affect the fan 42 in response to actua-
tion of the thrust reverser 80. That is, the relative length of the
inner linkage 94 and the outer linkage 96 as well as the
associated position of the pivot point 94P-2, 96P-2 control the
respective timing, movement, and position of the inner thrust
reverser door 84 and the outer thrust reverser door 86 to assure
that the outer thrust reverser door 86 essentially leads the
inner thrust reverser door 84 in movement toward the thrust
revere position.

The inner thrust reverser door 84 and the outer thrust
reverser door 86 further include a contoured inner surface
84S, 86S which eliminates any potential thrust reverser flow
dead zones. The contoured inner surface 84S, 86S may be
generally contoured surfaces adjacent to the respective trail-
ing edge sections 84T, 86T to efficiently turn the incoming
bypass flow during the thrust reverse position as well as
overlap in the stowed position. The contoured inner surface
84S, 86S may be separate ramp shaped components attached
to, or otherwise formed into, inner surfaces of each of the
respective thrust reverser doors 84, 86.

In operation, the thrust reverse position of the thrust
reverser 80 essentially provides for an “umbrella like” rela-
tionship in which the inner thrust reverser door 84 operates as
a blocker door as well as a turning door to direct bypass flow
from the inner thrust reverser door 84 toward the outer thrust
reverser door 86. The contoured inner surfaces 84S, 86S
cooperate with the thrust reverser cascade 82 to further guide
and convert bypass flow B into thrust reverse flow.

It should be understood that like reference numerals iden-
tify corresponding or similar elements throughout the several
drawings. It should also be understood that although a par-
ticular component arrangement is disclosed in the illustrated
embodiment, other arrangements will benefit herefrom.

Although particular step sequences are shown, described,
and claimed, it should be understood that steps may be per-
formed in any order, separated or combined unless otherwise
indicated and will still benefit from the present disclosure.

The foregoing description is exemplary rather than defined
by the limitations within. Various non-limiting embodiments
are disclosed herein, however, one of ordinary skill in the art
would recognize that various modifications and variations in
light of the above teachings will fall within the scope of the
appended claims. It is therefore to be understood that within
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the scope of the appended claims, the disclosure may be
practiced other than as specifically described. For that reason
the appended claims should be studied to determine true
scope and content.

What is claimed is:

1. A thrust reverser for a gas turbine engine comprising:

an actuator shatft;

a slider movable along said actuator shaft;

an inner thrust reverser door;

an outer thrust reverser door, wherein said inner thrust

reverser door is pivotable in an opposite direction rela-
tive to said outer thrust reverser door to pivot away from
said outer thrust reverser door when moved toward a
thrust reverse position;

an inner linkage mounted to said slider and said inner thrust

reverser door;

an outer linkage mounted to said slider and said outer thrust

reverser door, wherein said inner linkage is of a different
length than said outer linkage; and

a thrust reverser cascade, said actuator shaft at least par-

tially extending axially through said thrust reverser cas-
cade.

2. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein said
inner thrust reverser door and said outer thrust reverser door
are each pivotally mounted along an aft section of a fan case.

3. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 2, wherein said
inner thrust reverser door at least partially opens prior to said
outer thrust reverser door.

4. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein said
actuator shaft is a threaded ball screw.

5. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein the
thrust reverser cascade is disposed between said inner thrust
reverser door and said outer thrust reverser door.

6. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, further com-
prising a contoured surface on an inner surface of each of said
inner thrust reverser door and said outer thrust reverser door.

7. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 6, wherein said
contoured surface is at least partially arcuate.

8. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein the
contoured surface of each of said inner thrust reverser door
and said outer thrust reverser door is adjacent a trailing edge
of'a an case and includes a ramp shaped component attached
to the inner surface of each of said inner thrust reverser door
and said outer thrust reverser door.

9. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein each of
said inner thrust reverser door and said outer thrust reverser
door includes a contoured inner surface that overlap when in
a non-thrust reverse position.

10. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein the
thrust reverser cascade includes a multiple of ribs and a mul-
tiple of cascade airfoils integral with the multiple of ribs.

11. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 1, wherein the
inner linkage is longer than the outer linkage.

12. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 2, wherein said
inner thrust reverser door and said outer thrust reverser door
are each pivotally mounted to the fan case at a first location
and to respective said inner linkage and said outer linkage at
a second location.

13. The thrust reverser as recited in claim 6, wherein said
inner surface of each of said inner thrust reverser door and
said outer thrust reverser door faces said actuator shaft in a
non-thrust reverse position.

14. A gas turbine engine comprising:

a fan nacelle;

a core nacelle at least partially within said fan nacelle to

define an annular bypass flow path between said fan
nacelle and said core nacelle;
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an actuator mounted within said fan nacelle;

anactuator shaft rotated by said actuator around a shaft axis

of rotation;

a slider movable along said actuator shaft axis of rotation;

an inner thrust reverser door pivotally mounted to said fan

nacelle to selectively extend into said annular bypass
flow path when in a thrust reverse position;

an outer thrust reverser door pivotally mounted to said fan

nacelle, wherein said outer thrust reverser door is pivot-
able in an opposite direction relative to said inner thrust
reverser door to selectively extend away from said inner
thrust reverse door in the thrust reverse position, wherein
a contoured surface is disposed on an inner surface of
each of said inner thrust reverser door and said outer
thrust reverser door, said contoured surface adjacent a
trailing edge section of the corresponding said inner
thrust reverser door and said outer thrust reverser door,
wherein at least a portion of the contoured surface of said
outer thrust reverser door is radially inward of at least a
portion of the contoured surface of said inner thrust
reverser door when in a non-thrust reverse position;

an inner linkage mounted to said slider and said inner thrust

reverser door;

an outer linkage mounted to said slider and said outer thrust

reverser door; and

a thrust reverser cascade, said actuator shaft at least par-

tially within said thrust reverser cascade.

15. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 14, wherein
the thrust reverser cascade is mounted within said fan nacelle
between said inner thrust reverser door and said outer thrust
reverser door.

16. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 14, wherein
said contoured surface is at least partially arcuate.

17. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 14, wherein
a variable area fan nozzle defines a portion of said annular
bypass flow.

18. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 17, wherein
said variable area fan nozzle is aft of said inner thrust reverser
door and said outer thrust reverser door.

19. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 14, wherein
an axial space extends at least partially through said thrust
reverser cascade.

20. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 14, wherein
the actuator shaft and an axial space are disposed at least
partially through said thrust reverser cascade.

21. A method of thrust reversal for a gas turbine engine
comprising: rotating an actuator shaft around an actuator
shaft axis of rotation, wherein said actuator shaft is at least
partially within a thrust reverser cascade;

moving a slider along the actuator shaft axis of rotation;

driving an inner linkage and an inner thrust reverser door

with the slider;

driving an outer linkage and an outer thrust reverser door

with the slider;

pivoting the inner thrust reverser door mounted to a fan

nacelle to selectively extend into an annular bypass flow
path when in a thrust reverse position;

pivoting the outer thrust reverser door in a direction oppo-

site of the inner thrust reverser door away from the inner
thrust reverser door when in the thrust reverse position;
and

directing a fan bypass flow with a contoured inner surface

of each of the inner thrust reverser door and the outer
thrust reverser door, wherein at least a portion of said
contoured inner surface of said outer thrust reverser door
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is radially inward of at least a portion of the contoured
inner surface of said inner thrust reverser door when in a
non-thrust reverse position.

22. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein each said
contoured inner surface is adjacent a trailing edge of the fan 5
case and includes a ramp shaped component attached to the
inner surface of each of said inner thrust reverser door and
said outer thrust reverser door.

23. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein at least a
portion of the contoured inner surface of said inner thrust 10
reverser door is circumferentially aligned with at least a por-
tion of the contoured inner surface of said outer thrust reverser
door when in a non-thrust reverse position.

24. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein at least a
portion of the contoured inner surface of said inner thrust 15
reverser door is not radially spaced from at least a portion of
the contoured inner surface of said outer thrust reverser door
when in a non-thrust reverse position.

#* #* #* #* #*
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